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PERSONAL REFLECTIONS ON THE

2008 BRF CONFERENCE
AlinaPinheiro

Arrival

WearrivedatRev. Stewart�shouse inBallymena,N. Ireland, onedaybefore the
conferencebegan.WewerekindlyreceivedbytheRev.andhiswifeMary.Acupof
tea in the livingroomandtheopportunity to finallymeetandspeaktothesebreth-
ren inChristwhomweonlyknewfromthe internet, aftera longtrip fromPortugal
toBelfast,was suchablessing!

Wehadanearly start thenextmorningasRev. andhiswifewere finalising the
lastdetails for theconferenceandwestill had to travel to theShareCentre.Oneof
the things thatwe remember about thatmorningwasmeeting Julie and Philip
Rainey.Wewere thrilled tomeetherbecause shehadbeenour contactby e-mail
and shewas just fantastic in arranging things for the conference and helping us
with information for the trip!

The Share Centre

Aftergatheringsomebrethrenandpreparing the luggage,wewent to theShare
Centrewhere theconferencewould takeplace.

The Share facilitieswere great andwewere verywell received. The children
weredelightedwith suchagreenarea, and the lakeand the swimmingpool!

Wewere installed in abungalow for two families�itwas verynice and com-
fortable andwehad the opportunity to get toknowtheClegg family: Stuart and
Kathrynandtheir twochildren,HannahandMartyn.

FamilyVision of theConference

The firstdayatSharewasbreathtaking. Itwassomuchmore thanweexpected
thatwewerenearlywithoutair andsimultaneouslywenever felt sogood!!!!

ThiswasourfirsttripoutsidePortugalasafamilyandwewereveryanxiouseach
oneofus in theirownway;
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Regardingmyself (Alina), Iwas fearfulofwhatkindofcommunionwewouldbe
able tohavewithpeoplewehadnever seenbefore, but thiswrong ideawasoneof
the first thingsthisconferencechanged;as thewordofGodsaysthere isnothingas
good as the union of the brethren (Ps. 133) and although therewere people from
differentpartsof theworld, speakingdifferent languages,wehadabondthat sur-
passesall thatandmadeusexperience truecommunion. Ihadthemostwonderful
time of my entire life and I was very encouraged by the families wemeet there,
especially theoneswithsmallkidsbutalsobyall theothers fromthesmallest tothe
oldest, throughourconversations.Furthermore itwas in theBRFConference that
we as a couplewere confirmed in our decision to embrace homeschooling aswe
found the encouragementweneeded inother couples thatwemeet there suchas
BramandEstherVandeRiet. A very special couple, brother FredHanko andhis
wifeRuth,gaveuspreciousguidelinesregardingtheteachingofourchildrenunder
thecovenant.

FromNuno�s perspective, the BRFConferencewas the fulfilment of a dream.
After 10yearsasabeliever, to findpeople that live their livesaccording to theBible
ineverythingtheydo, toseeentire familiescommittedtotheLord, theopportunity
ofpraisingexclusivelywith theScottishPsalter andto listen to the teachingof the
pureword ofGod on �TheWork of theHoly Spirit� fromProfs.Hanko andEn-
gelsma� itwas likeanoasis inhis life! I finddifficult toexpress inwordswhatone
feels likewhenhe comes fromaplacewherehe is alone looking for the truth. It is
like finding a treasure and you do notwant to let it go�onewants to hold to it
forever!

MeetingRev. Stewart inperson and the opportunity tobetter knowhimwas
something that really impactedNuno.Rev. Stewart�s passion for theworkof the
Lord,his simplicity andavailability wereabalsamofhope!

Finally, thechildren! Itwasamazingandworthwhiletoseehowtwogirlsofonly
4and6years thatdidn�t speakawordofEnglishmadewonderful friendshipsand
wereable tocommunicateandfeel thesamethingswewere feelingconcerningthe
communionof thebrethren.Not only have theymade friends of their ownage as
MarthaandAnnaVandeRiet,buttheyalsohadabondwithgrown-uppeoplethat
I�m sure theywill never forget such asAlex andCyndiKalsbeek andPhilip and
SusanHall. I have tears inmyeyes as I amwriting thisbecauseonly the loveof our
Goddoessomething like this.
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Ourdaughtersoftenrememberthedayswespentat theconferenceandtheyask
veryenthusiasticallyhowlongwill it take forus tobeall togetheragain.Moreover,
they are learningEnglish and theirmainmotivation to learn fast andwell is that
theywill be able to speakandunderstandat thenext conference!!

Althoughour trip to theconferencewasnotplannedasa tourismtrip, thiswas
undoubtedlyoneof thebest experienceswehadasa familyholiday.Adding toall,
theweatherwasgreat andwehadthe sunshining throughout theconferenceand
eventhoughwehadsomedifficultiesadaptingtothemeals scheduleandtospeak-
ingand learning inEnglishthewholeday, theconferencewassomethingtorepeat!

Plannowtoattendthe
2010BRFBiennial FamilyConference

Venue:
HebronHall,Cardiff,Wales

Dates:
7-14 August, 2010

Theme:
�TheWordofGod forOurGeneration�

MainSpeakers:
Profs.David J. EngelsmaandHermanHanko (USA)

Plus a special lectureby aTrinitarianBible Society
speakeron thepreservationof the textofScripture


